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Spirituall Fishing. 
AS ERM ON 


Preached in Cambridge, by that 


euerend and Iudicious Diuine, 
M* SAMYVEL H1zkronw. 


Printed by the true Copie written with his 


owne hands a little before his deceaſe. 


Lvxz 5. Verſcio. The laſt words of the Verſe. 


Henceforth thou ſhalt catch Men. 


AT Loxpon 
Printed by Ion Bs a ts, for widow Helwe, and 
are to bee ſold at her ſhop vnder St Dunas: 
Church in Fleer-fireer. 1618, 
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the VVorthy, 
Religieu, and Vertuous Lady, the. 
"Lady MAtGarnrt YELVERT ON, 


Wife to the much honoured, Sit 


 Hanzr.Yauvanron Knight, 
the Kings Atturney Generall, 
continuance of all hap- 
pineſſe. 


0 ſouner came this Sermon 
vnto my hands, (the ¶ Au- 
S thor wherecf for bis appro- 
wed ⁊cale, wort hily deſerned the title 
of an eminent Light. and Ornament 
tf cnr ( bnrch)) then [vowed the-de- 
dication thereof vnto your L adiſhip; 
N or. may it ſeeme vnworthy your 
fanourable acceptance(the principall 
aime of my expetlance) in regard of 
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ſuch one at neither affeflion | VP 
corrupt, nor affeRation tranſport; ö 
of that ſpirit, as he was gealous with a 
good conſcience, making bumilty hi 
path to glory. Fna word, (Madam) 
hu former Labours (nom reduced in- 
to one Volume) haue been euer coun- 
tenanced by ſome choice Patrons : 


may thu ( being equall with 
4 the veſt) bon fr preropa- 
tine then the reſt. - T hut wiſhing you | 
thatbenefit for which it was intended, 
tothe glory of God „ Þbereto it is di- 
refled, Frei, 


o \Þ xe, * 7 » LY 
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en C hriſtian Reader : 


unſlius & curteous Reader, . 
wed by ſach who had intereſt in bringing 
tolight this Sermon, that / would pre- 


ſome ſmall Epiſtle, — 

backe from —— 
neſe. rind two confiderations eſpecially ſwaied mee 
to write a fewe lines in this kinde. The fot whereefis 

deſerts towards the Church of God; 
iu writing. Many a manthere 
Judicionſly and plainly taug ht 
of God, baning taken beed to the Miniflerie 

which bee receined in the Lord, to fulfill it, and that 
1 alone; not ne hath left bus 
Nd open earth, enen in that regard and 
_ et if 888 — of a great 
—.— as . ly and powerfully 
ure, "fo beſpdes i he did write to the com- 
of the C yea dio left after 
his death other things to be publiſhed for the behoofe 
— Saints, without queſtion ſuch « worthy may 
ts — put vpm him. Many ſuch 
. inſlruments , hath God raiſed vp in our 
the xceeding both for month, and penne : among 
the oft kick te Author of this Sermon — 
e 


* 


| . L . 2 # little 
encourage methat this Sermon(if much aff eftion haue 
not dax led ſamc cies) may well bee effeemed amongſt 
one of the cheife le did deliver. It was preached in a 


hy 
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Thine in our common Saujour, 


E. C. 


Tandon” tie > 
Spiritu all Fishin g 
LyXE 5. ver. 10. The laſt words of that verſe, 


Hencefcrth thou ſhalt catch men. 
eres heere our Sa- 


7 the winning of ſoules; 
it giues very direct oc- 


calion to handle theſe 
— rene which is as the Sea. 
— the ſtate of the Church, which is as 


or Boate in the Sea. 
— es, nature, who be 


Tothe Chriſtian Reader, 


ed. His workes praiſe him in the gates as $4: 
2 ; ——— — T he ſt- 
and third na the t and ſixt editions of certaine 
— by le * 71 2 
wel ha maain rbetorict, [pra 141 to bi 
command ation. In th: ſecond place, that did not a lutle 
encourage me, that this Sermon(if much aff et7ion haze 
not daxled ſome cies) may well bee efteemed 
one of the cheife he did deliner. It was preached ins 
famons V ninerſitie, in 4 moſt leerned,& ful auditory, 
it was heard with aitention ( bis gos voice, & fanttr. 
5d geſture enl,nening the hearers:) afterwards it was 
polen of with reverence and affetion ; as both bea. 
ring it and hearing of it, 1 cantruth anoxch, it was bis 
farengil Sermon to his Mother N niarr/itie, aithough 
not ( 1 ſapeſe) in the Authors intent, yet in the euent: 
the Lord of ten dircFing matters otherwiſe then for 
the preſent wee dreame of. Receine therefore Chriſtian 
— ay Oat I 7 gfe ſhewing -_ 
15 * . "Pp . þ 
ple theirs, and therefore not unwelcome to ad — 
ther teachers, or learners, T has wiſbumg thee all bio 
ſing from God is this and all other ther ances of 
— denotion, 1 cdu thee — mercie, 
bing him for Chrif bis fake, to fulfltnery bane 
defire of thy heart. - 


Thine in our common Saujour, 


E. C. 


8 piritu all Fishun g 
Lyx 5. ver. 10. The laſt words of that vert, 


Henceferth thou ſhalt catch men. 


caſion to handle theſe things. 
Firſt, The tate of the world, which is as the Sea. 
Secondly, the ſtate of the Church, which is as 


2 17 
irdly, the ſtate of men by nature, who be 
B 


2 


— 


as Fiſhes ranging after their owne diſpoſition,vn- 


cau * , 
y, the ſtate of Miniſters , who bee as 

Fiſhers. 

Fiftly,the ſtate of the Goſpell preached, which 
is the booke, or baite, or net to take ſoules. 

Theſe things are not ſtrained or forced, but 
ariſe out of the place directly. For (ith Peterand 
the reſt muſt change their courſe, and fall to a 
new kind of Fiſbrny ; what is the Sea which 
they muſt lanch out into, but the World? hat 
is the Boate, but the Church in which they la- 
bour, & to which they ſeek to gather ſoules?what 
is the booty they muſt ſecke for, but the ſonnes 
of men? and what are they but ſo many Fiſhers? 
« —_ is their net, but the Goſpell , the word 


which they Preach ? Of euery of 
theſe —.— ke ſomethin 8 
is plaine by theſe 


of the World z is as the Sea, ir 
; Bejore the throme there 

wa 4 Ss 7 lafe like vnt⸗ jap ace (*), Is that 

« Reu. 44. day the Lord wi h his ſore and great and mighty 


ſword ſhall flay the — that is in the Sea (): 
And the ſtate of the World is as the Sea in a four- 


N27. 7. 


TheSeare of fold reſpect ; firſt, becauſe of the generall vnſta- 
| blenefſeof the things thereof. The vnſedledneſſe 
the Sealing, of that vaſt creature the Sea is well know ne. lt is 


| 2 in continuall motion ( it cannot reft* it) ebbes 


6 Ii. 57. 20. 


and flowes perpetually : ſometimes (at a Spring · 


tyde) it ſwels to that bigneſſe, that the ban kes 
cannot 


The ſpirituall Fiſhing, 


cannot containe it; ſometimes againe, it falles 
backe ſo low, that a man muſt goe farre from the 
banke before hee can come neereit. It is ( vnder 
God) chiefly gouerned by the Moone, then the 
which there is no one thing more ſubiect vnto 
change, it being neuer beheld two nights toge- 
ther in one proportion. Thus is the World, w he- 
ther wee looke vpon the generall ſtates of King- 
domes, or the perſonall eſtates of particular 
men, either for their goods or for their bodies, 
wee ſee nothing but a continuall alteration : 
Crowncs are tranſlated from head to head, and 
Scepters paſſe from one hand to another; fenced 
Cities are made heapes, and walled Townes be- 
come as the plowed fields: they which were once 
faſtened as a nayle in a ſure place, and hauing 
ſet their neſts on hie, dreamed of nothing but per- 
petuities for them & theirs, are ſuddenly throwne 


out of all. and rolled and turned bike à hall (). The d 1C24.18; 
greatheaſes are ſmitten with breaches () & the wide © Ar. r. 


dwellings and large chambers, ſieled with cedar , and 


F b vermiliom ( are in a moment left with- Flex. 22 14. 
1 (5). — is to day the ſeconds 15.9. 


in the Kingdowe, but ſtripe of all, is hanged vpto 


morrow (*). This yeare is leruſalem the Princeſſe Hel. g. io. 


among the Prouinces , but the next YEare made tr1- 


ie (i) ; her nobles which did erewhile put n Lm. 1. 1. 
E embrace the dung *. Mow doth We- 4 Lam 4.5, 


buchadnex.car walke in his reyall palace of Babel, pri 


in hi d : bat while the 
ding himſelfe in his out war * — 
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word was in the King: month, « veiet cant e 


from Heaven, ſaying , o King Ne dnexzzar,ts = FE 


thee bee it , thy Kingdome is departed 
e thee," e. : Yelterday jobs cattell went out by 
their thouſands, he bad both ſonnes and daugh- 
ters to doe him honour, and ſeruants at his com- 
mand : to day heere is not a hoofets bee ſeene 
in his ground, not a childe to call him bleſſed, not 
a ladde leſt to attend him. This is the vncertainty 
of this ebbing and flowing World, the faſbi of 
* 1. Cort. 7. 31 it goeth away m_ 

2 2+ Becauſe of the tumultuouſneſſe of it who 
is ignorant of the ſtormes and gricuous tempeſts 
which are at Sea? There eſpecially mew ſee the 
workes of the Lord and his wonders tn the deepe: 
For he commandeth and ra;ſeth the ſtormy winde and 
» Plal.197. ip lifterh vp the waees thereof . The World is a fit 
48 kes, in reſpect of the continuall ſtirs 
and troubles that are in it: Nation againſt Na- 
tion by warres,man againft man by diuers kindes 
of contentions; of euery one that liues therein is 
the laying of lab verified, Maw that is borne of 4 
„Chap 14-1. woman is fall of trouble o, Man is borne onto tra 
Char... nale, as the ſparks fly vpward v. It was the puniſh- 
_ ment which God layed vpon him, that in ſorrow 
1 ena. bee ſhould cate hus bread all the daies of his life o: and 
albeit ſome haue a morecalme _— ſome 
r Chap.1.5- others haue, or like Jon cum he and ſlerpe, when 
others are toſſed with the ſtorme, yet none can 
live without ſome vexation ; he is not alwaics ne 
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'F ion thut is in it. At Sea the leſſer fiſhes area prey 
cd the great ones; and in the Wotld, the rich and 
ic ſwallow vp the poore* : one man bites/ . . 
deuoures another ; Menaſſeth, Epiy aim z, E- 1 Cal. 115. 
aim, Mazaſſeth*, To this pertaines that of the * 19-11 
rophet, That men are made 4s the fiſhes of the 
Sea *. x Hab. 1. 14. 
4 In reſpect of the ſway the Diuell beares in 4. 
it. Obſerue what is in the Pſame, 7 he Seca is great 
| and wide there is that Leuiathen whom the Lord hath 
made to play therein /. Now looke how this mon- y Plalioga 6 
ſter domineeres in the Sea, ſo doth Sathan heere 
in the World : therefore he is called the God of 
this World , and ſaid to morke is the children of dif- c 2 Cor. 4. 
obedience * : And to iuſtiſie this compariſon, as Ephe'.z.2. 
the World is called the Sea, ſo is the Diuell Leui- 
hun. Thus we ſee bow the World is compared 1! 7.1, 
to the Sea: The ſtate of the Sea is vncertaine, ſo is 
| the World; it is tempeſtuous, ſo is the World 
| full of tumult : In it the great fiſhes deuoure the 
lefle, ſo in the World the poore and weake are a 
ſpoile to the mightic : Leuiathan takes his plea- 
ſure in the Sea, ſo doth Sathan rule and beare 
ſway in the World. | 
To preſſe forward the counſell of S. lob, Love U/c. 
wot the world neither the things thu are in the world * þ 1 Epi 2.15 
The Doctrine now deliuered, affoords a 
ſtrong reaſon to enforce it: For where there is ſo 
B 3 much 
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much vncertaintie, ſo much confuſion and trou- 
ble, luch oppreſſion and cruelty, where the Diuell 
bearcth ſuch exceeding ſway; what is there to be 
found worth delighting in ? A man imagines 
himſelfe ſure in reſpect of his outward eftate;at 
an inſtant comes as it were a waue and waſheth a- 
way all: he promiſeth peace and quietneſſe to 
himſelfe ; ſuddenly arileth a ſlorme, and puts him 
to a trouble which he thought not of: much a- 
doe ſhall he haue to eſcape the hands of the op- 
preſſor, be he as he will; nay, the better and holy- 
er he is, ſo much the more that great Leuiathan 
that olde ſerpent hath him in continuall chaſe. 
Marke and conſider, oh ye men of the earth, all 
whoſe ſtriuing and plotting and plodding is for 
the world ; conſider what it is vpon which you 
dote and with which you are enamourcd ſo ex- 
ceedingly; it is euen a very Sea of vncertainties 
and bottomeleſſe Ocean of confuſed vexation, 
the very hold & kingdome of the diuell. We hunt 
after it, but where is our aſſurance when we baue 
ou or what haue we procured to our (clues, 

t vanitie and vexation of ſpirit? The further we 


wade into it, the further are we from the Lord : 


for the amitie of the World is the enmitie of God : and 
the more bulineſſe we haue in it, in the greater 
hazard weare to be drowned is per dition cy deftru- 


d 1.Tim.6.9, ten 4, Happy were it for vs if the meditation of 


this point touching the proportion which is be- 
twixt the World and Sea, were able to vnglue and 
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to long for the Hauen, and to ſtriue — 
nall reſt, a kingdome not of vncertaintie, but 
which cannot be ſhaken ; a place not of trouble, 
but where (ball be no more death, neither ſorrow, nei- 
ther crying, neither ſhall be any more paine e. There · Reu.21.4. 
the prince of darkeneſſe cannot endanger ; for the 
Lamb is the light of itt, and God himſelfe ſhall be F ve:.23. 
all . all to thoſe that dwell therein t. This is the g 1.Cor.15, 
Vle. wy 


He next thing is touching the Church : The The tre of 

late thereof in the World is like the ſtate of a Ship nö vag, 
er Boate upon the Sea; And that eſpecially in this compared to 
reſpect: Becauſe it is ſubiect to continuall toſ U or boat 


ſings. . 

"Of Trauailers by Sea it is ſaid, that they are 
toſſed too and fro, and ſtagger like drunken men, 
and all their cunning is gone b. Not vnliketo © Pfal. 107 27 
this is the ſtate and condition of Gods Church. 

It fareth withit, as wich the Ship Janas was in; 

There was a mightie n the Sea, ſo that 

the Ship was like to be broken i: or which the Diſ- Chap. 
ciples were in; There aroſe a great tempeſt in the 

Sea, ſo that the Ship was couered with waves k. 4 Mat. la. 
Such was the ſtate of the Church of old, the mem- 

bers whereof complained, how the waters had al- 

moſt drowned them, and the ſtreame had gone ouer 

their ſoule l. n. man 9 * Pla.114.4. 

4 uc 


vpon the Sea. 


wich the Ship in which Pas! was fo ex 
hazarded,that they (aw neither Sunne nor Starres in 
+» At.27.20, many dart; ſo the Church of God, is often dri. 
uen into thatextremitie, that it is for a time, even 
deprined of all ordinary comfort, and ſeemes to 
bee without all hope of any more refreſhing, 
Hence are theſe complaints of the Church, o God 
why hiſt thow put us away for euer f Why is thy 
wrath kindled againſt the ſbecpe of thy paſture ? 
7 Pſal.74.1 2. thinke pon thy congregation ©c.? ; and wilt thes be 
angry with vs fer ener ? and wilt thou prolong thy 
wrath from one generation to another ? wilt thou not 
q Plal85.5.6 turne agame Mt. 1. Thus Dauid as a trauailer in 
this Ship, cryed out, Will the Lord abſent himſelfe 
r Plal 77.7. fer euer; and will hews more (hew fawour* I And 
Heman the Ezrabite ; Lord why diſ thou reiect᷑ my 
Ten- ü. 14. fene, and bideſt thy face from me © It is a law 
that cannot be broken, that the choſen of God 


. ons enter into the king dome 
A. 4. F God * ; God ſo appointed for his one 


ory. 
bs - deore — _—_ and the afflicti- 
ons of his people, do make his power and mer 
to be knowne; euen as the ckillof a Pilot, is ed 
to be ſeene in a ſtorme: Hy power is made perfect 
1er. ia. g. ghrongęb weakeneſſe . The Lord bringeth matters 
to an exigent, and ſuffereth them to come to the 


very 
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>0dacile in tł y of hisſcrvants may be 4 
tl I tn pen rage? of Iſrael 
was in a wonderfull ſtrait, the Sea before them, | 


the mountaines on both ſides, the enemyes at 
their heeles, Now (ſayth God) 1 will get me honour | 
upon Fharaoch, and upon all his boſt : the Egyptians {1 
alſo ſhall know that 1 am the Lord *. 1 x Exod. 14.4. 

2, For their good: firſt, It makes them to 
looke vpward with the greater feruency. Dawd 
ſayth of ordiaary paſſengers by Sea, that when 
they mount vp to the heauen, and deſcend to the deepe, | 
fo that their ſoule melteth for trouble c, then they 
cry vnto the Lord in their trouble c. . The Mari- y Pal. 107.21. 
ners with Jones hen tho ſtotme was vp, downe 
were they ypon their knees, and tuen man emed | 
unto bis God. And fo the ſwelling waves of at- 1. 
fictions, do not quench but kindle the devotion C 
of Gods ſetuants: in their affliction they will ſeeke | 
me diligenth a. Secondly, it makes them long ſo « Ho'eas. r;. | 
much the more for the Hauen(wherethiey would 
be.) Note Pawles day ly dying, and the continuall | 
troubles which he was expoſed vnto, made him 
long to be diſſoluede, and to be as glad when his, py, a;. | 
time of depatting was at hand 4, as the poore 4. T. 6. 


weather-beaten Mariner is to ſee the land. I hird- 

ly, it makes the deliuetance when it comes to be 

the more eſteemed * , len they are quieted they : Pfal. ic. 30. 

are glad and double welcome is that refreſhing 

| which comes at the very pinch of neceſſity. The 
C redeeming 
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redeeming of Danids life from the graze, the ray ling 
him vp from the very mouth of the pit, made 
fPfaroz.1,4. him tovow with himſelfe neuer to forget i. 
ei. This ſerues to admoniſh all that feare God, 
what they muſt make prouiſion for, if they will 
be ſaued. By their profeſſion, they are entred in- 
to the Church f God, not as into a Garden of 
' plealure, where they may aduenture to ſay euery 
one to his ſoule, Soule, line at eaſe, eate, drinke, aud 
g Luke 12.19, Fake thy paitume ts; but as into a Ship, a houſe of 
continuall motion, where though there may be 
calmeneſle for a time, the Sun ſhining out, the 
winds layd, and the Sea ſmooth, yet it is wiſe- 
dome to be iu continuall expectation of a ſtorme. 
God hath not called vs vnto eaſe and quiet, but 
to the croſſe. Many things are to be endured be · 
to ixt our ſetting out here, and our arrivuall at the 
Land of Promiſe. Maay ſtormes to bee gone 
through, many rocks and ſands to be aduentured 
by, many Pirats ſecking the ſpoy le of oor (oules 
to be grapled with, before the hauen of Reſt can 
be entred into. The ignorance, ot the inconſide- 
ration of this point hath deceived many. They 
may thus fitly be ſhadowed out. Some fteſh tra- 
uailer ſtanding vpon the ſhore in a faire day, and 
beholding the Ships in their beantic lye readie 
rigged and trimmed in the Harbor, thinks it a 
gallant cking to goe to Sea, and will needs aduen- 
tureʒbut being out a league or two, and feeling by 
the rocking of the Ship his flomacke begin to 


worke 
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worke and grow ſicke, and his ſoule euen to ab- 
horre all manner of meat; or otherwiſe a ſtorme 
to ariſe, the wind and the water as it were conſpi- 
ring the overthrow of the veſſell, and enery ſea 
carry int in it the face of death; forthwich repents 
his tolly, and makes vo es, that if he can once re- 
couer the ſhote, he will bid an etetnall farewell 
vnto all ſuch voyages. Thus, there be who in the 
calme dayes of peace, when Religion is not ouer- 
clowded by the times, that will needs joyne 
themſelues to the number of Gods people, they 
will be as carneſt and forward as the beſt. But 
when a tempeſt begins tu appearc, and the Sca to 
grow rougher thenat the firſt entry, the times al- 
ter, trouble is :ayſcd, and many croſſe winds of 
much oppoſition and gainſay ing begin to blow, 
they are weary of their couric, and will needs be 
ſet aſhore againe, reſolving neuer to thruſt them - 
ſelues into any more aduentures. How needfull 
then is it that Chriſtians ſhould often remember, 
how by Chtiſts ſpeech here, the Church is neceſ- 
farily relembled to a Ship? enter not into it, to be 
2 guide or a paſſenger, a Miniſter, or a profeſ- 
for, vnleſſe thou reſolutely make proviſion for a 
ſtorme. Till the end of the voyage there is no reſt 
to be looked for : wherein notwithſtanding this 
may befor a comfort, that this Ship (the Church 
of God) hath a priuiledge which none hath elſe, 
no not the greatcſt Gallioun or Argoſy vnder 
beaucn; It may be toſſe , but can never be drow- 

C2 ned, 
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ned : Though the waters of the ſea rage aud bee 
' arewbled, ani the mount aines ſhake at the ſurges thrre- 
of; God is in the midſt of it therefore ſhallit not be mo- 
s .f. wed, God ſball help it very early. It is as the Arke 
of Noah, Which (becauſe God had ſhut ir pon 
Noah) therefore it was borne vp cuen amidit the 
iGen,7.16.17 wanes i; or as the Boare in which Chrilt Was k, 
(Oat 5.2444 hich was welneete couered with watets, yet at 
an inſtant, by the command of him which is the 
- Lordofthe Sea, there followed a gracious calme. 
*Chrift is the Pilot, and (as was ſayd of Paul) God 
nan, bath giants to hum all that ſayle with him l, and he will 

m lohn 10.8, giue them eternal li e, and they ſhall never periſh w 
de: The ſecond v e lerues to teach vs ( becauſe the 
Church of God is as a Ship in this ſea of the 
world) the neceſſity of furniſhing our ſelues with 
ſuch things as appertaine to this ſpirityall voy- 
age: not to inſiſt vpon many, two things eſpecially 
muſt be looked too. Firſt, That we be diligentin 
obſerving the direction appointed by God, for 
the true guidance of our courſe. The Sea-men 
-hage"their Card and their Compaſſe, they haue 
the Sun nd Stars, and tfle morions of heauen to 
direct them. That which our courſe muſt be gui- 
ded by is the word of God; it is like the pillar that 
went before the hoſt of //rael according to the 
mouing-'or ſtanding whereof they ordered all 
their iobrneyes. Hither may be referred that of 
#2.Epit,1.19+ Peter a, We bane « moſf ſure word of the Prophets, to 
which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a tight that 
Loy ſhrueth 


— — — — — — 
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jDineth in a darke place. It is an alluſion to 4 Sca- 

courſe : when the Admirall hangs out a Lan- 

terne, and all that come behind ſteere to that. We 

cannot wander if we be led by this light: It is that 

good Spirit which Dau/d prayed robe led by vnto 

the land of righteouſneſſe o. What other Load-ſtar „ Pal 143. 10. 
of cuſtome, or opinion or faſhion of the times 

men attend vpon, they muſt necds run vponthe 

rocks and make ſhipwrack of thefaith. Secondly, 

That we take with vs the knowledge and faith of 

Gods promiſes. It is called the Anchor, A ebr. G. 19. 

This is our ſtay, in the day of tempeſt; / know 

whom I haue belicued ? : ſuch an one cannot be mo- p 2. Tim. . 13 
wed, for bis heart is fixed, and belieweth in the Lerd d. 3 pla. 112. 7. 
The ptomiſes being cirher not knowne or not 

applied, the ſoule is toſſed without reſt, and muſt 

needs be ouerwhelmed with deſpaire. This 4#- 

eh being tyed to the ſoule by the ſtrong cableof 

a liuely faich, giues comfort vnto it in the greateſt 

ftorme. 


# pas third thing is concerning the ſtate of Theſtate of 
men. The fiſh to be catched out of this Sea, — 
and to be brought into this Ship, ate men, I ho fibcs in che 
[ha't cath men from hence-forth.From whence this >** 130808 
is gathered: 55 | — 
That w# areal by naturcun the ſtate of condemma> t o vnc. ucht. 
tian. This is cleere out of this plate. By this ; · Doctrine. 
ſhrng , or caching (the u ry ſubſtance of the Mi- 
nilters office) is meant, à bringing of men into the 
3 Way 


— 
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rGeneſ.6.12. 


fPlal 14.2.3. 
t Iſa. 77.6. 


* Epheſ. 1.3. 


x Verſe 12, 


Tur 3.3, 
Kom. 16. 


#Prou 10 23. 


wayof life. No u then, in as much as we are all by 
nature vncaught ( otherwiſe why ſhould Chriſt 
ſend out his Apoſtles to take vs?) it followeth, 
that we are all by nature without grace, euen in 
the very gulfe and iawes of cternail woe. This is 


eaſily ptooued by the Scriptures ; Allflefh bath cor- 


rapted his way pon the earth*. The Lord looked downe 
from heaven upon the- children of men, to ſee if there 
were anie that would vnder Hand and ſcete God. All 
are gone ont of the way : they are all corrupt, there i 
name that doth good, no not ane . All ne lile 

bane gone aray: we haue tur ned exery one to hu owne 
way: By nalare the chilsren of wrath aſn el as oth: r 
without Christ, aud were aliens from the Common- 
wealth of Iſrael, and were ſtrangers from the Cone- 
nant of Promiſe , and bad no he , end wee without 
God in the world* : V nwiſe, diſobedrent, deceined, ſcr- 
wing the lat tc. Deitruction and calamitie arc in 
aur wates * . 

And well in this are we compared vnto the 
fiſh : For as the fiſhes skippe and play and take 
their pleaſure in the ſea, and are vnwillingly taken 
in the net, and labour to get out, and being in the 
boate, would faine, if they could, leape backe into 
the ſea; ſo naturally wee take pleaſure in our ſin- 
full wayes. 1: i 4 paſtime for a foole to do wickedh*. 
The net of the Goſpell muſt encloſe vs; of our 
ſelues we abhorit, and to the death will not come 
within the compaſſe of it ; and being entangled, 
we deſire ſiill to be looſed, and to returne againe 


vnto 
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vnto our wonted courle. This is the verie true 
ſtate of vs all. We neither arc in the itatc of grace 
by nature, neither doe we deſire it. We be plun- 
ged into a ſea of miletie, and in our owne diſpoſi- 
tion we would neuer forſake it. 

It were well for vs, if we could learne by this to 
ſec our ſelues what we be, and what we would e- 
uer be, if we were left to the ſwinge of our owne 
affections. Nature hath (as it were) ſpawned vs 
forth into this worldly (ea : and as itlelfe lieih in 


wickednefſe *, ſo do we drinke iniquitie like water ©. þ1 Toho 5 19 
It is ſweete unto vs in our mouth, and we hide it vnder lob 15.16. 


the tongue, we ſaucur it, and will not forſake it, but 


| keepeit cloſe in the mouth . We neither know the 1b 20 u 


mcanes of our ſalvation, nor affect it when it is of- 
fered. Either the Scripture is falſe, or this is true. 
How happy were we if this could humble vs it 
would make vs afrayd of following our owne 
thoughts, or of being led by the ſway of our one 
hearts. Our not knowing the miſerie of our one 
eſtate, is the cauſe of all the ſecuritie, of all the pro- 
faneneſſe, of all the boldneſſe in (inne, of all the 
contempt of Gods word which is in the world at 
this day. This place ang others, is as a glaſſe to 
ſhew vs what wee are; ſtrangers from ſaluation, 
and as farre from anie inclination to it as a fiſh is 
from a will and deſire to be caught. 


He fourth thing ts of the ſhte of the Miniſter. — — - 
Heere are two things: Firſt, che ſtate of rhe Mo ne” 


Mini- 


— — — 
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ö e Mat.. 38. 
f1 Cor 4.9. 

(Acts 20.28, 

„Reuel. . 20. 


i AG 2.41. 
(4858. 


[ Ae. 18.10. 


72 


Dotitrine i. 


© Miniſterie : Secondly, the labour. buſineſſe and 


worke of (hc Miniſtcric . Of the firſi thus we lee ; 
7 hat it a no ſuperſluaus or needeleſſe funition but a 
calling of great neceßitie for the winning and ſauing of 
mens ſoules. This is cuident out of this place. I he 
Lotd intending the conuerfion of ſome, and be- 
ing able diucrs waies to accompliſh his purpoſe in 
that behalſe, yet hath thought it ꝑood to ſingle 
out this meanes among all the reſt, enen by man 
to catch man, and by his miniſterie to bring ſoulcs 
into his Kingdome. This is that which the Apo. 
ſtle laith, Eye. 4.1 1. 12. He gaze ſome tobe Apoſtles, 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome Euangeliſls, and ſomæ Pa- 


fers and Teachers, for the repairing of the Saints, for 


the worke of the Mm,. The Saints which 
long tothe election of grace, being ſcattered vp 
on the carth here and there, his plealure1s by Paul 
and Timothie to gather them together vnto him- 
ſelfe . They be the Lords Labourers to bring in bis 
Harseft *, his HN orkemen to aduance his barlarmgf, 
his Shepheards to take heed wnto hu flocke 8, the Stars 
in his right band to giue light voto his Church b. 
There being thoulands of ſou es to be ſaued in 
Terie, the Lord wi them to be brought in 
by Peters miniſteric : Philip muſt be ſent to catch 
the Samaritans and the Eanuch *. In Ceriui hu 
there was a great draught (1 hane moch people in this 
Citie:)) therefore there Paul muſt goe to worke l. 
Heere is the neceſſitie of the calling. 

To reptoue their prophane _ wretched opt 

nion 
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nion, whothinke, that among all the profeſſions 
which are at this day in the world, that of the Mi- 
niſteriemay beſt be ſpared. It is ſtrong y thought 
by many, that it were no danger or preiudice to 
mens there were no Miniſter at all 
to inſtruct them. O ſay ſome, hat ncede they 

trouble themſelues? — 


— — — we 


Thus they would ſhift off all dependance 
on cke ordinance of God, and lay an imp oration 


then there is that the fiſh in the Sex will of it tee 
como aſoro, and offer it ſelſe onto vs without 
ro go out imo the deep with 
— — — Heneceforth thos 


1 That the 


— — 
roreprofeſſion of much labour, o 
ſelſe mmifeſt, 5 you, To 


That rff6:moſd names oe 
Brea doe - 
= 


4 4 calbng of 


—.— the XAinifter Doftrine 2. 
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„1820. our; Seers , Manchen e, Fonbaſſadours * , Lax 
Akzecch. 445. bourers v, Diſpoſers%, Hwebandmes* , Secdeſ men, 

9+ Cor.5 20. Shepherds * , Crers *.\ There is no tle given 
e them, but implieth action, yea and induſtry ve- 
7 Mac.1z.3, Ty great. Ht u aworthie worke * , their Marmienance 
lie is with chat condition vj otherwiſe no title, no 
s Lu.3.4, name nor ſheu can free them from Contempt . 
r It meeteth with two cu#ls in Miniſters ; 
Can., the idleneſſe which hath ouertalen ſome that are 
xMeth.5.13 called to this buſie proſeſſion ; They are ſuch as 
Uſe i. the Prophet teproueth, Ii arc in that'are binde, 


ly, the pr which(is to be feared): 

51.56 11. is in many. Tley cas never hane ee.d. They 
out to catch, yet not ſoules to God, but pre- 

ä to themſelues, and are ſtill fiſking for 
aduauncement . They haue not {earned that of. 

62 Cor. 8 14 the Apoſtle : I ſeeks not yours , but you * 1, It is 
not your favour which I doe affect, it is not your 

wealth which I ſceke for. it ia ion which 
Iendeuour. This is the hongur of a mans mini- 

** It overchrowerb the common fance of the 
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people, ho account the Miniſters calling to be 
an idle and a lazie calling; we get our liuings ea - 
ſily in the conceit of ſome, andir is no ſinne nor 
pity (in their vnderſtanding) to defraud vs; and 

ow uluall is it in the mouthes of many, to ſay, 
' Weemuſtlabour far them? I confeſſe, chat as 
ſome vie it, it is a calling of exceſſiue idleneſſe, if 
they be ſuch as frede D themſelues ; and feed: not 


the flackes*,luch as take away the key of Knowledve*; A Exch. 14.1 
bur conſider it in it one nature, and as it ought . £4it-5>. 


to be petformed. we ſhall finde it to be a ſeruice 
of greater buſineſſe. Let Peter, or anie ſucceſ- 
ſour of Peter buſie himſelie (as he muſt) ſome- 
times in preparing, ſometimes in mending; fome- 
times in caſting abroad, ſometimes in (drawing in 
his net; no man ſhall haue any iuſt cauſe to tit 
him wich idleneſſe, or to ſay. That betauſe he 
is a Miniſter, therefore he hath an calie occupa- 


= 3% 
lon. 10412427 
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6 is " Helaſ#thing is, That the nette in which men 
F my of the oY, 


* the preuchingeft 


The peel Fg 


; Mate. 09-47: — The compariſon agreech firly after iti m 


reaching of the Goſpell is like to a nerz 
firſt, _ genetall driſt and vie : the vſe of a net 


beg be r thedrift of prexching isto bring in 
ſoules. Secondly, in the ordering of it: It is not 
the net lapped vp together that bringeth in the 
ht. but haled out at length and ſpread forth 
ihat encloſeth the fiſh : It is the opening and vn- 
— eOgs „the ſtretching it out by 
—.— encompaſſe ſooles. There 
may a fiſh or two hang in ihe net let dow ne 
ona heape, but that is a chaunce, and is no wiſe 
aduenturing. The word read, frye: 
(as it were) in groſſe, may (by the m 
— ſorac —— — — b0 
makearulegenerall _—__— it is neede that t 
iſe rhe greater kinde will 
— „ and — all the labour and 
charge to be in vaine; lo it is meete that the Do- 
ctrine he well d out of the word of 


yet he lea- 
| — — 
eonuerted thereby: ſo it 
plealeth God to exetciſe the patience of his ſer- 
vants; yet ſtil the worke muſt be followed, and 
the Lords leiſure maſt bewaired for. Often doth 
the net incloſe many,which yet after breake away; 
and many zre at firſtdrawnein by the power of 
the Goſpell, which yet afterwards ſlide backe and 
returne againe to their old profanenefſe . Thereis 
mock brought in in the Net, which yeris 
for nothing when it is got : There come in 
and weeds, and 2 great deale of raſh, which in the 
end is caſt away, for the lone of the fiſh 
_— — _ ines in — 
is | Matth.1 3. 47. &c. many hypocrites an 
reprobates are — — ſocietie 


like weedes — — 


Matth.13. 30. 
Thus as our calling is tobe fiſhers, ſo our Net is 
preaching, = m 

It ſhewes plainely, that all the enemies and ad- 
uerſaries of preaching , are enemies to the good 
and ſaluation of mens ſoules. This is the Net, and 
without this I will not feare to ſay, that ſurely 
men ſhall periſh in their ſinnes. The diuell that 
great hunter after ſoules, laboureth by his inſtru- 
ments, euen with the very ſpirit of his helliſh poli- 
D 3 cie, 
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cie, to diſgrace this courſe , to ſuppreſſe it, to put 
it done, to draw men from affecting it. He know - 
eth it to be the meanes to abridge his kingdome, 
he feareth the pulling of ſome ſoule ot other out 
of his clutches at cuery Sermon. Let vs not ſuffer 
our ſelucs to be colined by his wiles. Let me that 
am a Miniſter remember the Seruice I am called 
to, euen to cateh men, to win ſoules, let me be e- 
ner plying this bulineſſe; and you (Beloved) when 
the Lords Nctiscaft in among you, run not from 
it, grudge not at it, preſſe and ſtriue to be brought 
within the compaſſe of it, otherwiſe you ſhall con- 
tinue within the ſea ofthis world till, and ſhall ne- 
ner be ſaued. Fiſhes doe die if they be taken; wee 
can not eſcape eternall death if we be not caught. 
Thehooke may be ſharpe, but the baite is (weer, 
and ic will ſceme a yoake to our nature, to be knit 
vp (as in a Net) and to be reſtrained from our 
bone wontedcarnall liberty ; but let vs 
. looke to the end. which is che lab 


©: .: 01424. tionotourſoulcs, 
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